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Welcome to the 
Autumn  Newsletter

Eddie Farley
 Chairman

It is a pleasure to write this part of our Newsletter and we trust that 
you will find it informative and useful. Your Council meets regularly each month 
and work is progressing. The two bus shelters are being repaired, a costly but 
essential exercise. Two notice Boards for the Parish have been ordered one will 
be placed at Cross Memorial Hall the other is to replace the damaged one at 
Kennel Lane. Congratulations are in order to both the “Scarecrow Committee” 
and “Cross Connections” for organising such successful community events in 
September, which despite the weather was enjoyed by all those who attended.
A sad piece of news is that one of our Councillors, Councillor Margaret Jordan 
has resigned and we wish her well for the future.  Some background on this and 
details of the election, which will be necessary to fill the vacancy caused, is given 
later in this newsletter.  We thank her for her valued contribution especially our 
web site, green issues, youth issues and the hanging basket competition. 
I would encourage residents to visit our web site on a regular basis for news.  
You will find the address in this next paragraph.

Notice of Election
With the resignation of Councillor Jordan we are required to hold an election to 
fill the single vacancy. Nominations  from parishioners are required by Sedge-
moor District Council by 7th November 2008. The election will take place on 4th 
December 2008. For further information please see the council notice boards, the 
council web site at www.comptonbishopparish.org.uk or contact The Parish 
Council Clerk

           Carol Singing
The Council is supporting this event, which will take place in St. 
Andrew’s Church on Friday 19th December and everyone will be 
welcome.  

A38 junction  
You will recall that our local Joint Parishes submitted a report to Somerset County 
Council Highways Department concerning the A38 junction, Cross Lane and Old 
Coach Road as well as the other local junctions on the A38.  As a result SCC then 
carried out a detailed traffic census.  This is progressing, but because of the 
requirement to satisfy the demand across the County for mobile “Speed Indicator 
Devices” the small department’s detailed analysis work to enable the planning to 
proceed has yet to be completed.  Highways have advised us that they will be 
preparing their proposals as soon as they are able and The Council will keep you 
informed when it has more news.



Councillor Jordan Resignation 
As a result of Councillor Byrne’s complaint to the Standards Committee over an alleged 
remark made by Councillor Jordan whilst working outside of Parish Council activity, to 
support the development of Cross Connections, Councillor Byrne complained to 
Sedgemoor.  Sedgemoor ruled that there was no finding of fact and exonerated 
Councillor Jordan. However, Councillor Jordan decided that she wished to fully clear her 
name and that she would have more freedom to do this successfully outside Council 
rather than from within. In consequence, Council is obliged to proceed with the election. 

Recent advertisements
Recent advertisements published in the press by Councillor Byrne  suggest that 
Sedgemoor should be approached for more information.  Your Council has prepared 
two Fact Sheets concerning the Compton Bishop seat and gully gratings that were 
renewed in Webbington Road. If any resident wishes to receive a copy of these please 
contact the Chairman.

Complaints against the Council
Since July 2007, about 40 unsubstantiated complaints have been made against 
Councillors and the Clerk to The Standards Board and Sedgemoor District Council by 
Councillor Byrne. None have been upheld. Councillor Byrne’s complaints together with 
a constant flow of acrimonious correspondence from him has, regrettably consumed an 
enormous amount of Council’s time.  In light of Councillor Byrne’s behaviour, your 
Chairman submitted a substantial and fully documented complaint to The Standards 
Board in February 2008, citing Councillor Byrne’s breaches of the Code of Conduct. This 
complaint is currently being considered by Sedgemoor District Council Review Panel 
(see Code of Conduct note). Apart from being time consuming, Councillor Byrne’s 
behaviour has, and continues to have, cost implications, which may impact on 
parishioners through their Council Tax. 
The Council’s Auditors advised, in July this year, that an elector had raised an issue 
relating to the Council’s Accounts.  Enquiry determined that Councillor Byrne had raised 
this issue.  The full detail has been withheld from this Council. Auditors are required to 
liaise with the Audit Commission within their procedure. Such work is chargeable to the 
Parish and could be as much as £2,000.

We regret the adverse publicity and disrepute that these actions have brought to your 
Council. We will nevertheless continue to work for the benefit of parishioners.

Code of Conduct and the Standards Committee
When Councillors take office they have to agree to abide by The Code of Conduct, as 
laid down by Parliament in The Local Government Act. For good order it is recom-
mended that councils adopt Standing Orders, your Council has followed the National 
Association of Local Councils’ Standing template approving these in March 2008. If 
Councillors fail to abide by these rules then any member of the public can report the 
transgressor to the relevant authority. Until May 2008 the Standards Board for England 
has controlled the Code of Conduct, which applies to all Local Government and 
councillors including Parish Councils. From May this year Sedgmoor District Council has 
been delegated the authority to manage the Code. SDC now has two Committees, the 
first provides an initial assessment and the second is a Review Panel for more serious 
alleged breaches of the code. If a breach of the Code is sufficiently serious, the 
Committee has the authority to refer the matter to the Adjudication Panel for the 
Standards Board for England who then make a final decision.



Fly tipping
This practice is to be deplored particularly as we have good recycling facilities available 
in Cheddar.  There have been two recent  instances at the layby in Webbington Road 
under Crooks Peak.  The Police will appreciate any resident who has any information 
that would enable the perpetrators to be identified, contacting them on 0845 456 7000.  
The last occasion happened around midnight on a Friday night.

Local Initiative Grant
The County Council provides to our County Councillor, Alan Ham, a sum of money for 
approved projects within the Brent Division of which we are a part.  The Council applied 
for support with the renovation of our ‘bus shelters but was not successful. Approval was 
given to supplying a mobile Speed Indicator Device (SID) for the parishes, installing a 
public footpath to the top of Brent Knoll in conjunction with the County and the National 
Trust and for the development of the beach at Brean.  These latter projects were deemed 
to be of benefit to the Brent Division as a whole rather than an individual Parish.

Public Telephone Boxes
BT is embarking on a process of removing non essential telephone boxes. Our two 
telephone boxes, one in Compton Bishop and the other in Cross, have survived for the 
time being but are still under threat of closure from BT. The cost of providing these is 
around £1,409 which is not matched by the income received. We recognise the value 
of this amenity especially for emergency calls and will be reviewing their usage with BT.

Affordable Housing 
The Parish Council is working with Sedgemoor District Council to determine the housing 
needs of people in the parish who cannot afford to rent or buy accommodation. There 
is an established process which will be used to formally identify those who are in 
‘Housing Need’ but, because of the demand within Somerset, the resources will not be 
available until sometime in 2009. However, we gained agreement that parishioners, who 
consider that they have a housing need, can write to Sedgemoor to give an indication 
of their needs. It will be treated as confidential. Please indicate :

 Your name and current address
 Why you need affordable housing   
 Specify your job or role in the local community
 Family connection with the parish and length of residency
 If you need larger or smaller accommodation or any special needs 

please  give the reasons.
 Address your letter to :  Duncan Harvey, Strategic Housing Officer  

  Sedgemoor District Council
  Bridgwater House
  King Square
  Bridgwater

    TA6 3AR

Eddie Farley - Chairman
Alison Rix - Vice Chairman

Chris Byrne
Richard Parker

Mike Rolfe
Jim Warner

Vacancy

Clerk :- Paul Passey

Temporary Clerk :- 
           Sandra Broadbent

Your Parish Council

We wish all parishioners a Happy and Peaceful Christmas



Keeping Footpaths Clear
We receive a number of complaints about dog fouling on pavements. Dog owners 
should be aware that it is illegal for them to leave its mess on the public highway. Please 
clear up after your dog on any footpath or pavement. Many householders have already 
cut back overhanging plant, shrub or tree growth which is appreciated. We all should be 
aware of the risk there is to pedestrians at night and with the clocks going back and 
darker evenings this offending vegetation can be quite a hazard.

Temporary change of Clerk
As from 3rd. November 2008 until February 18th 2009 Paul Passey, Clerk to the Parish 
Council, is taking extended leave. Mrs Sandra Broadbent has kindly agreed to take on 
the role of Temporary Clerk in his absence. Her contact details are :

Mrs Sandra Broadbent, Cleevehead, Old Coach Road, Cross
email: comptonbishoppc@hotmail.com

Fun Day and Scarecrow Competition
On September 6th the villages were not only full of splendid 
scarecrows, but also many visitors who just came to look at the 
fantastic creations. On Sunday the weather was kind to all those 
who joined in the rounders match which Cross managed to win. 
There were plenty of activities for all including cream teas in the 
hall during the afternoon. A great and memorable day. Thanks to 
all who helped organise the weekend.

Going green in Compton Bishop
The Somerset Waste Partnership is promoting the ‘Sort-It’ scheme which is being tested 
locally in Axbridge with extra bins for recycling and reduced collection. We are  
encouraged to do more recycling to reduce the need for landfill and incineration.

Avoid unnecessary paper usage
Get rid of junk mail - contact the mailing preference service to get your name removed 
from mailing lists see www.mpsonline.org.uk or contact the Post Office.

Doing your bit......
Be energy efficient with better home insulation, use energy efficient lighting , turn off 
lights when you leave a room and turn off standby switches on TV’s, DVD’s, etc.

Paper (excl. Cardboard)
Yellow Pages
Bottles and Jars (washed)

Tin cans (washed)
Foil (clean)

Clothing (in a bag)
Car batteries
Shoes tied and bagged

Recycling - kerbside, from home

Cheddar Recycling  Site
Cans, Cardboard, Garden waste, Glass, Hardcore, Metal, Oil, Paper, Ink cartridges, Car 
and Household Batteries, Sofas, Beds, Refrigerators, Freezers, Textiles and Wood. 

A note on Plastic... 
You can now recycle plastic bottles, either clear plastic 'pop' bottles or milk bottles. They 
must have the following recycling symbols on the bottles HDPE 1, PET(E) 2, and PVC 3 
as all these can be recycled in all the Sedgemoor banks EXCEPT FOR CHEDDAR .

We would welcome any comments on the content and layout of this Newsletter.
Please contact The Parish  Clerk


